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Introduction  
 

 

The Jaguar (Pantera Onca) is the largest cat of the Americaôs and has a historic range 

from the Southern United States to Northern Argentina.  The overexploitation of Jaguar 

due to the commercial fur trade in the 1960ôs and 1970ôs led to the listing of the Jaguar as 

a CITIES Appendix I animal in 1972.  Although an illegal fur trade continued for many 

years after the listing it has virtually stopped today. 

Problems facing the Jaguar are different in the 21
st
 Century.  New and innovative 

strategies must be explored in conserving the umbrella species of South American 

wildlife. 

 

Project Jaguar is a cooperative agreement between Faro Moro Eco Research, 

Conservation Force and Paraguayôs Ministry of Environment (SEAM).  The purpose of 

the agreement is to gather the scientific data necessary to develop a strategy to preserve 

habitat and conserve wildlife on private lands in the Chaco of Paraguay. This is a report 

on the data collected during the first two years as part of a five year agreement with 

SEAM. 

 

The long range future of the Jaguar (Pantera Onca Paraguaensis) in Paraguay is 

threatened by three principle factors: 

 

¶ Conversion of virgin forest into agricultural lands. 

¶ Persistent and widespread killing of jaguars due to predation on livestock and 

perceived threat to livestock. 

¶ Lack of economic incentive to conserve wildlife and habitat. 

 

 

Land clearing in Eastern Paraguay serves as a grim reminder of how rapidly the 

cumulative effects of fragmentation can result in the deforestation of an entire region.  

Jaguar in Eastern Paraguay have been reduced to a very few isolated populations that are 

heavily persecuted and approaching extinction. 

 

In Western Paraguay (Chaco), land clearing has accelerated yearly as is evident by 

satellite photographs from 1987 to 2002 (fig. 1).  As a result, Jaguar populations are 

quickly receding from large parts of its historic range.  In Northern Paraguay the 

government has created a 780,000 ha national park (Defensores del Chaco), as well as 

several other parks existing and being planned (fig.2).  In Southern Bolivia a 3,441,000 

ha park (Kaa Iya del Gran Chaco) and the 1,200,000 ha (Banados de Otuquis) National 

Parks were created along Paraguayôs northern border.  There exists a healthy Jaguar 

population in these parks as well as on private lands adjacent to these parks.  A great 

opportunity exists to preserve this Jaguar population into the future by incorporating 

private lands as buffers and corridors between these large parks.  The laws exist in this 

area to save 50% of the private land in its native state; altering landowner attitudes 

towards large predators and creating practical incentives to obey the law is the challenge. 

 

   
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 (Scale 1/ 350,000) 

Satellite photos from 1992 and 2002 show the amount deforestation taking place in the North 
Central Chaco. Faro Moro ranch is located in the center of both photos.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Fig .1 



 
Green areas indicate National Parks; red arrows indicate capture study areas. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


