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Special Focus On Bears

Bear hunting is much more meaningful in human terms because of the spring season. Much is
added to the hunting way of life to be in the wild soaking up nature while in pursuit of bear this
time of the year. Conservation Force is vigorously engaged in defending the dwindling liberty to
hunt in the spring and to hunt bear at all.  In consideration of the season, this issue is devoted to bears.

Black Bear Population Estimate

For nearly two years Conservation Force has been surveying state, provincial and conserva-
tion organization authorities to complete the enclosed estimate (see page 4). It is a living docu-
ment perpetually being updated. Over the past two years the populations have been stable or
increasing, which was the reported trend when we began the project. Copies of the Estimate are
available from Conservation Force upon request. Alternately, you can print it out from our website
(conservationforce.org), where it can be found under the “Role and Value of Hunting” subtitle. A
special thanks is due Dr. Dave Samuel for his invaluable input. Samuel is author of the new book,
Knowing Hunting, and the “Know Hunting” column in North American Hunting magazine, as
well as the Director of Conservation for Pope & Young. The material was originally gathered by
Conservation Force to add North America’s 200,000 wild sheep, 105 million waterfowl and black
bear to the National Shooting Sport Foundation’s Un-Endangered Species poster for the first
time. That new poster is being readied for printing as this is written.
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All About Bears

Maulings… Meetings… And More

population started to grow.” By
1990, the population reached
8,000 brown bears. Since then,
the population goal has been
kept at  approximately 4,800
bears to reduce conflicts and
damages. Now, the bears are har-
vested at the rate of four to five
percent to maintain the popula-
tion level at the population goal.

Romania  i s  d iv ided  in to
2,200 hunting areas, and each
has a professional gamekeeper.
The bears are found in 616 hunt-
ing areas. In those areas, bear
increased in number from 860 in
1953 to 7,780 in 1988. Harvest
is by shooting at baits (60 per-
cent), driving (36 percent) and
tracking (4 percent). Romania
contains 13 percent of Europe’s
bears; Russia has 75 percent;
and the remaining 12 percent is
divided among other countries.
“Ninety-six percent of Europe’s
estimated 50,000 bears live in
Eastern Europe...(and) are still
doing well, and the bear is val-
ued as a game species.”
India Maulings: Officials in In-
dia recently reported that sloth
bears in India “frequently attack
people, causing a high number
of casualties” in addition to
other damage. “In 30 areas in
India from 1989-1994, there
were 745 human injur ies  of
which 51 were fatal.” “The num-
ber of attacks is increasing, and
the most dangerous time of the
day seems to be early morning
when sloth bears move from
feeding to denning areas, pass-

Alberta Maulings: The Alberta
Fish and Game Association re-
ports that black bears mauled 19
humans and killed six people
between 1974 and 1995. Almost
50 percent of these attacks oc-
curred in or adjacent to three
national parks where no hunting
is allowed. Up to 200 incidents
of bear predation on livestock
are reported some years. The
province has paid an average of
$406 (Canadian) per depredation
claim. Reports show that 81 per-
cent of the predation has been on
cattle, nine percent on sheep and
swine. Over 70 percent of the
cattle killed were calves. One
study showed that most offend-
ing bears were mature, male
black bears. The population es-
timate is 45,000 black bears. The
annual harvest is approximately
2,500, but provincial wildlife au-
thorities “would like the harvest
to be 4,000 annually.”
Romania Maulings: The Presi-
dent of the International Bear
Association and other biologists
report some enlightening facts
about bear in Romania. “Since
1990, 18 people have been killed
and 101 hospitalized due to bear
attacks in Romania.” During the
same period, 3,232 sheep; 1,003
cattle, donkeys and horses; and
183 pigs and goats were killed
by brown bear. At the turn of the
20th century “there were only
about 1,000 brown bears in the
country.” Bear were given game
animal status in 1953 and the as-
sociated protection. Then “the
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between bear watching and bear
hunting on Kodiak demonstrates
the point we made that hunters
need to participate in the develop-
ment of these 15-year plans across
the nation in each refuge.
Bitterroot Grizzly: Fifty years
have passed since the last official
sighting of a grizzly bear in the
Bitterroot ecosystem, according to
the US Fish &Wildlife Service. By
the time you read this, the final
comment period will be over for
the Environmental Impact State-
ment (EIS) the Service has issued
for reintroducing the bear in the
summer of 2001. The bears are
expected to be reintroduced in the
Selway-Bitterroot and Frank
Church Wilderness areas of Idaho
and Montana. The plan outlined in
the EIS would reintroduce a mini-
mum of 25 grizzly over five years.
There are five other grizzly
populat ions  in  the  lower  48
states totaling approximately
1,000 to 1,100 bears in four
Northwestern states.
Bear Meetings: The 7th West-
ern Black Bear Workshop is
scheduled for May 2-5, 2000 in
Coos Bay Oregon. Contact Dave
Immell of Oregon Department of
Natural Resources at 541-440-
3353. Another meeting, Manag-
ing Bears in Forest Environ-
ments ,  i s  to  be  he ld  a t
Revelstoke, B.C.,  on 17-19 Octo-
ber, 2000. For information see:
www.cmiae.org.  Finally, the 13th
International Conference on Bear
Research and Management is
scheduled for May 21-25, 2001 in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. The con-
tact is Dave Moody of Wyoming
Game and Fish, email: dmoody@
state.wy.us -  John J. Jackson, III.

ing close by villages just when
people start their activities.” “In
Bilaspur, India, 37 human inju-
ries occurred in 1998, mostly
from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m.” “In 22
cases, bears charged spontane-
ously, attacking people on hind
legs in 50 percent of cases.” “In
six cases, bears ate the bodies.”
Kodiak Fatality, Mauling and
Other Attacks: On November 2,
1999, a deer hunter on Kodiak
Island was killed by a large,
male brown bear. His friends
watched him shoot and mark a
deer. Apparently, he left and
when he later returned to retrieve
his deer, the bear had claimed it
and mauled him. The hunter was
not eaten. He was able to make
it one-quarter mile to where his
body was found two days later.
It was the first bear-caused fa-
ta l i ty  on Kodiak in  over  70
years, though that same week
four other brown bears were
killed charging hunters on other
parts of the Kodiak archipelago,
and one other hunter was seriously
mauled, according to the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game.
IMAX FILM: An IMAX film is
being produced on bears by Na-
t iona l  Wild l i fe  Federa t ion
(NWF) Product ions  and
PRIMESCO. It is expected to be
seen by more people than any
other bear film. NWF in the past
produced IMAX Whales and
Wolves. The new bear IMAX is
expected to be as popular.
Washington State Tree Dam-
age: Black Bears are reported to
be peeling trees in forests in
Washington State. The damage
to private timberland alone is es-
timated as high as $5 million.

Kodiak Trust: The Kodiak Trust
reports that despite erroneous re-
ports to the contrary, the new trust
lands it  has acquired with
sportsmen’s dollars are not the ref-
uge land being considered for clo-
sure to bear hunting. A different
100 square miles of the refuge are
being considered for bear viewing.

Readers may remember that Con-
servation Force was the first to
alert the sporthunting community
to the need to participate in the
Comprehensive Conservation
Planning (CCP) on a refuge-by-
refuge basis. The potential conflict

Conservation Force Sponsor
The Hunting Report and Conservation Force
would like to thank International Foundation
for the Conservation of Wildlife (IGF) for
generously agreeing to pay all of the costs
associated with the publishing of this bulle-
tin. IGF was created by Weatherby Award
Winner H.I.H Prince Abdorreza of Iran 20
years ago. Initially called The International
Foundation for the Conservation of Game,
IGF was already promoting sustainable use
of wildlife and conservation of biodiversity
15 years before the UN Rio Conference,
which brought these matters to widespread
public attention. The foundation has agreed
to sponsor Conservation Force Bulletin in or-
der to help international hunters keep abreast
of hunting-related wildlife news. Conserva-
tion Force’s John J. Jackson, III, is a member
of the board of IGF and Bertrand des Clers,
its director, is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Conservation Force.

International Foundation for
the Conservation of Wildlife
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Low High General
State Estimate Estimate Estimate

New Mexico 5,000 6,000 6,000

New York 5,000 +6,000 -

New Brunswick - - 14,500

New Foundland - - 10,000

North Carolina 9,000 10,000 -

North Dakota 25 50 25-50

NWT - - 10,000

Nova Scotia - - 8,000

Ohio 20 60 -

Oklahoma 250 375 -

Ontario 127,000 152,000 -

Oregon 25,000 30,000 -

Pennsylvania - - 10,000

Quebec - - 60,000

Saskatchewan - - 30,000

South Carolina - - 300

Tennessee - - 2,000

Texas (West) 100 200 200

Utah 800 1,200 1,200

Vermont 2,500 3,300 -

Virginia 3,000 4,500 -

Washington - - +30,000

West Virginia - - 8,000

Wisconsin 13,750 14,000 14,000

Wyoming - - 6,200

Yukon - - 10,000

America’s Black Bears Are Thriving

North American Black Bear Population Estimate, 1999*

Low High General
State Estimate Estimate Estimate

Alabama 50 100 50-100

Alaska 150,000 250,000 -

Alberta - - +45,000

Arizona 5,000 6,000 -

Arkansas - - 3,000

British Columbia 120,000 160,000 160,000

California 17,000 23,000 -

Colorado 8,000 12,000 12,000

Connecticut 30 100 50-100

Florida - - 3,000

Georgia 1,700 2,150 2,150

Idaho 20,000 25,000 25,000

Kentucky 75 100 100

Louisiana 400 600 500-600

Maine 22,000 23,000 23,000

Manitoba 25,000 30,000 30,000

Maryland 300 500 -

Massachusetts 1,750 1,800 1,800

Michigan - - 14,000

Minnesota - - 30,000

Mississippi 25 50 -

Missouri 100 500 -

Montana 15,000 20,000 15,000-20,000

Nevada 300 500 300-500

New Hampshire - - 4,400

New Jersey 700 1,000 -

Totals: Lowest Estimate: 877,227 Highest Estimate: 1,082,385 Mean Estimate: 979,730

(*These figures are the best available information from state and provincial authorities.
They were compiled by Conservation Force, Dr. David Samuel and Michael Schenck.)


