TODAY'S DEBATE TROPHY HUNTING

Shoot lions with cameras,
not with weapons

In the old Tarzan films, the evil
hunters would invariably end up
trampled by elephants, chewed
by crocodiles or eaten by lions.

On that scale, Walter Palmer,
the Minnesota dentist and big-
game hunter who killed a beloved
research lion in Zimbabwe
known as Cecil, is getting off easy,
though he has been subjected to
the social media equivalent of be-
ing thrown to the lions.

Cecil was allegedly lured from
his protected preserve with bait,
shot by Palmer with an arrow and
tracked for 40 hours as he slowly
weakened, before he was finished
off with a gun, The dentist, who
says his guides led him astray, has
been forced into hiding and
threatened with extradition.

The only bright spot in this
sorry tale is the light it has
thrown on the plight of Africa’s li-
on population. Already, several
senators are pushing a measure
that would prevent the importa-
tion of lion trophies to the United
States. And three major airlines
— American, Delta and United —
declared Monday they will no
longer carry big-game trophies as
cargo. With good reason.

Just 32,000 African lions
remain, facing long odds and
complex dangers, even without
safari hunting. An expanding hu-
man population in Africa has
pushed into their habitat with
settlements and farms. The lion’s
natural prey is being depleted by
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human consumption of bush
meat. And when lions move on to
prey on farmers’ livestock, the
farmers inevitably retaliate, often
by poisoning the lions.

Of all the dangers, the most
pointless is trophy hunting. And
the most prolific hunters are
Americans, who in 2013 imported
292 wild lion trophies into the
United States, almost six times
the number imported into all
other nations combined, accord-
ing to calculations by Born Free
USA, a conservation group.

Roam the Internet and it’s easy
to see why. Lion safaris are of-
fered for anywhere from $7,000
to $58,000. Hunters are lured
with promises of thrills, danger

and luxuries such as pools, spas
and “sumptuous food” Some

- companies guarantee a kill, which

is not surprising as the hunters
can employ four-wheel-drive ve-
hicles and “animal baiting”

US. safari groups argue that
hunting proceeds heavily support
lion conservation — a debatable
point. For every study they put
forward, conservationists counter
with opposite findings. University
of Minnesota professor Craig
Packer, an expert on lion conser-
vation, estimates that it takes
about $1 million to sustain a lion’s
habitat until the animal reaches
age 6 — far more than is generat-
ed for conservation from a
$50,000 hunt like Palmer’s.

The US. government has pro-
posed designating the African li-
on as a “threatened” species, a
less protective listing than “en-
dangered” but one that, with re-
strictions on importing trophies,
would go a long way toward en-
couraging better conservation in -
Africa. Trophies could be import-
ed only from countries with
strong hunting management.

Zimbabwe will determine
Palmer’s legal fate, but here’s our
advice for his fellow trophy hunt-
ers. Never kill a lion with a name,
and consider trading your weap-
ons for cameras. That way, you
can bring home photos instead of
heads, along with the satisfaction
of having spared the lives of beau-
tiful creatures.




