“Hunting provides the principal incentive and revenue for conservation.
Hence it is a force for conservation.”
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Study Documents Significant Hunting Operator Contributions to Wildlife & Communities
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capture anti-poaching, community than the rest of Africa combined.
investment, habitat protection, and
At the urging of the Tanzania
other expenditures on such a scale – 27 Hunting Operators Association,
companies representing 40% of hunting operators literally opened their books
areas in Tanzania. The study captures to Conservation Force’s contractor,

Matt Boguslawski (a young Texas
attorney and licensed PH), who spent
two months in the field, with managers
and personnel of the hunting operators,
collecting proprietary operating
information, then writing summaries
with related photographs, charts, graphs
and analysis. Over 2,700 pages support
the summary Operator Enhancement
Reports.
That is the good news. The bad
news is really bad. The system is
collapsing because approximately 30%
(and growing) of the hunting blocks
in Tanzania have been surrendered
back to the government because the
operators cannot afford to operate in
those blocks without lion and elephant
hunting revenues. That is 45 blocks out
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of 157 and approximately 73, 817 km2
removed from management and the
benefits measured above. That is an area
greater than Tanzania’s national parks
(just under 58,000 km2).
Worst, the Community Wildlife
Management Areas (WMA’s) being
developed as wildlife corridors are
in dire straits, as virtually all hunting
operators have had to withdraw their
participation. WMAs were expected to
increase the habitat under protection,
but that growth is now in jeopardy.

If this decline continues, the whole
management regime can expect to
collapse. The primary revenue base of
the new Tanzania Wildlife Management
Authority was to be from safari hunting.
The industry’s pending collapse hangs
out to dry the third largest elephant
population and the largest lion
population in the world.
US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
administration of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) threatened listing and
special rule for both lion and elephant

are the problems. We appealed the
denial of elephant import permits
without success and have been hardpressed to get FWS to process lion
import permits for anywhere for a full
year, except a handful of token imports
from the Republic of South Africa
issued in late October. We have made
the FWS aware of the damage they are
causing, and we can only hope they will
respond appropriately, given the clear
evidence of “enhancement” in the data
Conservation Force collected.
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Conservation Force Sponsor

Grand Slam Club/Ovis generously pays all of
the costs associated with the publishing of this
bulletin. Founded in 1956, Grand Slam Club/Ovis
is an organization of hunter/conservationists
dedicated to improving wild sheep and goat
populations worldwide by contributing to
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game and wildlife agencies or other non-profit wildlife
conservation organizations. GSCO has agreed to
sponsor Conservation Force Bulletin in order to
help international hunters keep abreast of huntingrelated wildlife news. For more information,
please visit www.wildsheep.org.
www.conservationforce.org

