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The listing proposal deadline
passed in October for the 15th Confer-
ence of the Parties of CITES. The vari-
ous draft lion uplisting proposals that
had been passed around by the antis in
search of a country that would sponsor
them were not among the proposals.
There is absolutely no doubt that an
uplisting proposal would have been
introduced but for the unprecedented
conservation efforts of the safari hunt-
ing world. The danger of a future
uplisting to Appendix I will remain
until the lion is secure. It is up to the
hunting community to make the lion’s
survival in the wild a reality, lest we
be removed from the conservation
equation forever and the demise of the
African lion shortly follow.

This success was not an accident.
Less than a year ago there was not a
single true lion action plan in place in
any country. Imagine! None were even
in preparation in most of the lion’s
range. National Geographic began a
crisis campaign, the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society categorized the African
lion as a “species in crisis,” and even

Special Report: African Lion Spared the CITES Axe, For Now

the November issue of Vogue magazine
ran a feature article that claimed, “[t]he
news is in: Lions in the wild are under
threat” and that the lion is “now en-
dangered.” Some of the foremost lion
scientists in the world were seriously
entertaining support for lion uplisting.
For months the African Lion Working

Group, ALWG, debated the pros and
cons of uplisting. Yours truly repre-
sented hunting interests in that group
day and night in earnest debate as the
scales swung back and forth.

In response to the listing threat,
Tanzania, with the largest lion popu-

lation in the world, adopted specific
age restrictions on trophies and strin-
gent penalties for underage lions. From
the Cameroon Lion Workshop in Feb-
ruary to the kick-off of the lion study
in Tanzania in November, the hunting
community pumped over half a mil-
lion dollars into noteworthy African
lion conservation in less than a year,
despite the state of the world economy.
I don’t recall such an unprecedented
species-specific investment in Africa.
As this goes to press, Conservation
Force sti l l  needs approximately
$70,000 to fulfill its pledges to com-
plete the work in progress that was
undertaken in trust upon our promises
that the bills would be paid. Of course,
we are in critical need of funding for
all that we are doing now. Those who
can afford it, please help us pay our
African lion debt. All sums received for
the lion have been a 100 percent pass-
through and are tax deductible. The
largest share of the bills has been paid
by Conservation Force and its allied
partners, though I must add that would
not have been enough but for the sub-
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stantial commitment made by SCI and
SCIF. They are particularly due credit
for contracting with Philippe
Chardonnet for l ion work in
Mozambique and Tanzania.

Philippe Chardonnet is an impor-
tant Board Member of Conservation
Force, the Executive Director of the
IGF in Paris, a member of the IUCN’s
Cat Specialist Group, the African Lion
Working Group and was the primary
author of Conservation Force’s
“Chardonnet Lion Study,” which is the
most comprehensive status review of
lion ever completed in all of Africa. As
well as becoming the foremost lion
conservation planner in the world, he
co-chairs the IUCN’s Antelope Special-
ist Group. Chardonnet was groomed for
years by Prince Abdorezza and Baron

Legacy Fund donors/members. As
much as he excelled in the hunting
world, he was the recognized leader of
the recreational fishing industry in
Southern California and Mexico. His
latest vessel, the 124-foot EXCEL is
the largest, most luxurious long-range
sportfisher in the world, one of more
than 10 he built, owned and operated.

The remarkable life and sportfishing
legacy of “Captain” Bill Poole is told
in Fish or Cut Bait, available for pur-
chase online at www.fish orcutbait.net.
The book proceeds go to The Bill and
Ingrid Poole Foundation, which was
formed by those two wonderful people
for the sole purpose of providing fish-
ing and hunting opportunities for de-
serving youth.

Bill was a man of exemplary good
character. His word was his bond. You
could not help but like and want to
emulate him. He looked like a movie
star (some said Errol Flynn) and lived
life like “Superman” - to life’s fullest.
He was 87 and died of lung cancer. One
of his many, many friends described
him as being “a lion of a man.” He was.
He hunted with vigor until nearly the
very end with the appetite and enthu-
siasm of a boy. It will not be the same
without him. We are so very glad to
have known him and been his friend. –
John J. Jackson, III.

Bill Poole died on October 21,
2009. What a hunter, fisherman and in-
spiring friend!

Bill was a sportsman hero. He was
genuinely a man’s man and a leader
among men. He could have excelled
in anything he chose. He definitely had
a zest for hunting, fishing and life.
Nothing I can state here would begin
to express the full measure of Bill
Poole, his amazing life or my respect
for him.

Bill was a very dear friend and loyal
supporter of Conservation Force. He
always had sincere, sage advice and,
believe me, I listened. He was my kind
of guy, and I am not sure he did not
engender a sense of camaraderie and
kindred spirit in all fellow hunters and
fishermen that met him. He was most
definitely “one of us.”

We shared a passion for elephant,
brown bear and sheep hunting. His
strong ethic led him to pass more game
than he shot, but he made no apology
for his passion for hunting, fishing and
life. (For example, in more than over 40
bear hunts, he only took five brown bear.)

Bill was awarded the Conklin
Award in 2008, the real “tough guy”
award, and held the Triple Slam. He
and his wife, Ingrid, a Diana Award
winner, formed the San Diego Chapter
of SCI and were original $100,000 SCI

Bill Poole: “A Lion of a Man”

Bertrand des Clers to head the IGF and
to replace Bertrand on Conservation
Force’s Board of Directors. We are
proud to have him aboard.

First and foremost, Conservation
Force is a conservation organization.
We have endeavored to become the
Ducks Unlimited of the African lion.
Indeed, we are the Ducks Unlimited of
the African lion at this time. We can
save the lion, and if we don’t, no one
will be the greater loser than the hunt-
ing community.

We have succeeded, so please help
us pay the bills. With your help the lion
will forever roar. Send donations to
Conservation Force, PO Box 278,
Metairie, LA 70004-0278 USA; or
online at http://www.conservation
force.org.
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The following six proposals are
those related to the listing, or more
importantly the delisting, for trophy
hunting trade. Conservation Force will
be there at CoP 15 with IPHA, CIC and
others to represent your interests. We
also serve on several CITES groups like
the Purpose Code and also the Liveli-
hoods Working Group, which are as
important as the listing proposals but
too much to cover here.

Proposal 5 – African Elephant: Pro-
posal by Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Mali,
Sierra Leone and Republic of Congo
to delete the annotation that no fur-
ther proposals be submitted to allow
trade in ivory from Botswana, Namibia,
South Africa and Zimbabwe and re-
place it with a new annotation prohib-
iting any trade anywhere (ALL coun-
tries) for 20 years from November 2008.
Also to delete the paragraph (8) anno-
tation permitting any certified ekipas
trade in Namibia and ivory carvings in
Zimbabwe.

This proposal would for 20 years
prohibit downlisting of all elephant
for all purposes, including annotations
for trophy hunting purposes that are
not already on Appendix II for trophy
hunting purposes, like Zimbabwe,
Botswana, RSA and Namibia. This
would be an unnecessary hardship on
Tanzania and Zambia that are seeking
trophy hunting annotations during the
next 20 years and perhaps Mozambique
in the future. The proposal suggests
that “ALL trade in ivory” be suspended
for 20 years, which is so broad that it
would erroneously include trophy
trade.

The African elephant is no longer
considered threatened on the 2009
IUCN Red List. Despite poaching, the
overall population continues to in-
crease according to IUCN. We are also
concerned that undue weight be placed
upon the potential of the yet-unformed
African Elephant Fund and the African
Elephant Action Plan, which are being
established for elephant conservation.
We doubt the funding will be adequate

or that it will be directed to the most
important and viable populations.
Proposal 6 – Nile Crocodile: Proposal
by Egypt to transfer its population from
Appendix I to Appendix II.

Nile crocodile are listed as Lower
Risk/Least Concern on the 2009 IUCN
Red List. The Crocodile Management
Unit in Egypt, in coordination with the
Crocodile Specialist Group of the
IUCN, has taken management steps
(including surveying and coordina-
tion) for the express purpose of sus-
tainable utilization. But for that plan,
these crocodile would not be receiv-
ing that conservation. This is an ex-
ample where the potential for sustain-
able use has incentivized management
action and can provide the necessary
revenue for management that would

not otherwise exist. Regulated trade is
a better alternative than no manage-
ment, no monitoring, no tagging and
little law enforcement, all of which
could negatively impact other popu-
lations of the species. It is important
that the growing Lake Nasser popula-
tion be managed and this proposal
seems to be the prudent and reason-
able means of achieving that manage-
ment. The transfer to Appendix II
would facilitate the utilization, par-
ticularly limited hunting tourism and
its potential benefits.
Proposal 38 – Tanzania Elephant:
Proposal by Tanzania to transfer its el-
ephant to Appendix II conditionally
with an annotation, including (a) tro-
phy trade, (b) one-off sale, (c) trade in

raw hides and (d) trade in live animals.
Tanzania has the second largest

elephant population in Africa, which
is growing at the rate of five percent
per annum, 136,753. The current utili-
zation of African elephant in Tanzania
is only through sport hunting. Provi-
sion of 25 percent of the revenue from
sport hunting is directed to the com-
munities and conservation activities at
the district level. More than 90 per-
cent of the revenue for the Tanzania
Wildlife Protection Fund is generated
from fees associated with sport hunt-
ing. Tanzania’s elephant hunting quota
is only 200 per year, which is less than
0.14 of the population and, although
the number hunted has been growing,
the number taken continues to be less
than one-half the nominal quota be-
cause of further restrictions on length
and weight of tusks. Despite this, the
stricter domestic measures and low pri-
ority treatment by some important im-
port countries, USA, has repeatedly
delayed the issuance of trophy import
permits until the hunting season is
nearly over, causing hunt cancellations
and loss of important revenue. Tanza-
nia needs to transfer its elephant to
Appendix II for trophy trade to secure
its conservation base that has been
solely limited to trophy hunting by
tourist hunters. The United States, the
largest market of safari tourist hunters,
refuses to accept quotas, the non-det-
riment determination of exporting
countries, and insists upon making its
own biological and management find-
ings annually before authorizing tro-
phy import permits, yet does not have
the resources itself to make those de-
terminations timely. The transfer for
trophy hunting purposes, section a,
would facilitate that conservation tool
and certainly not be detrimental to the
elephant.
Proposal 40 – Lynx rufus (Bobcat):
Proposal by USA to delete the species
from Appendix II.

This species is not at risk and never
was thought to be at risk. It has easily
distinguishable features such that it is

Special Report: CITES Proposals for CoP15, March 2010
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Conservation Force Sponsor
Grand Slam Club/Ovis generously
pays all of the costs associated with
the publishing of this bulletin.
Founded in 1956, Grand Slam Club/
Ovis is an organization of hunter/
conservationists dedicated to im-
proving wild sheep and goat popu-
lations worldwide by contributing to
game and wildlife agencies or other
non-profit wildlife conservation or-
ganizations. GSCO has agreed to
sponsor Conservation Force Bulle-
tin in order to help international
hunters keep abreast of hunting-re-
lated wildlife news. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.wildsheep
.org.

not truly a “look alike” species. The
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agen-
cies has done substantial work to en-
sure it is not confused with other listed
felids, Lynn Spp. It would save Ameri-
can hunters millions of dollars in ad-
ministrative costs if the bobcat is
downlisted because they are the ones
that pay the bills.
Prop. 41 – Polar Bear: USA proposal
to transfer all polar bear from Appen-
dix II to Appendix I. (Recommended
to USF&WS by WWF.)

Polar bear are not threatened by
trade today. At the most, there is some
unquantified and unquantifiable threat
of stress projected decades in the fu-
ture. That is not reason to eliminate
well-managed sustainable use today. It
is contrary to the very concept of sus-
tainable use to deny the indigenous
people the managed use of their val-
ued resources prematurely, and the list-
ing can be expected to be to the detri-
ment of the species.

The polar bear population is at or
near an all-time high (8,000 – 10,000
in 1965-1970 and a minimum of
25,000 today). Though the Western
Hudson Bay population seemed to
have declined over a 17-year period
by 290 bear, some of those bear have
since been located within the same
management area, the harvest level has
been reduced and that population is
probably recovering. The nature of that
small decline is not entirely clear. It is
disputed in Polar bears of Western
Hudson Bay and Climate Change are
warming spring air temperatures the
“ultimate” survival, m.g. Duck, W.
Saon, R.K. Bayclark, D.R. Legates, S.
Balivnor, T.F. Ball, L.O. Hancock.
Overall increases in population, such
as Davis Strait (incorrectly treated as
“data deficient” by IUCN because the
completed survey work has not been
published), which has never had or
needed summer ice, have increased –
fully offsetting any alleged total popu-
lation decline in other areas. Although
harvest levels in some areas may have
been excessive, they have since been
reduced in the adaptive management
process. Any declines in habitat are
deminimus in comparison to most
other species in the world.

Few species on the globe have
maintained the overall range and iso-
lation available to the bear, which
continue to be robust today. The bear
is not threatened by trade, and the “ef-
fects” of regulated trade are widely
thought to be beneficial, not negative.
An uplisting would be contrary to the
very concept of sustainable use.

The IUCN treats the polar bear as
“vulnerable,” not threatened. That is

how it has always been treated except
for one short period. The recent return
to “vulnerable” was based upon a pos-
sible future decline of 30 percent
within three generations (45 years),
which itself was an error because three
generations is 36 years (12 x 3). “Vul-
nerable” is not endangered. Appendix
I should be reserved for species that
really need and warrant that listing.

There are many mechanisms to ad-

just harvest levels and trade that come
into play before an Appendix I listing
is warranted. Uplisting would set a
dangerous precedent, harm the liveli-
hoods of local people and upset the
conservation strategy of those that
manage the bear the best.

We agree with Canada that “a sus-
tainable and well-managed hunt is an
important part of a conservation plan”
and the proposed transfer “will have
no impact on quotas, but it might have
a negative impact on conservation.”
Furthermore, we agree with Norway
that “it is premature to uplist the polar
bear.” (Consultations from those coun-
tries with USA.)
Proposal 42 – Zambia Elephant:
Zambia’s proposal to transfer its el-
ephant from Appendix I to Appendix
II for limited purposes, including (a)
trade in hunting trophies, (b) live ani-
mals, (c) raw hides, (d) one-off sale.

Zambia has an elephant population
of 26,382, which is greater than that of
some other Appendix II countries, and
the number is increasing. It has only
had a sport hunting quota of 20 el-
ephant per year since 2005 but impor-
tant importing countries (USA) have
not been able to make a non-detriment
finding due to stricter domestic mea-
sures and their low prioritization of
such permit application processing.
For five years the quota has been less
than one one-thousandth of the el-
ephant population. Fifty percent of the
registered hunting revenue has been
dedicated to impacted local people,
but the Appendix I listing has ham-
pered the trade in trophies that is part
of the management regime. Part (a) of
the proposal would facilitate trophy
trade and a larger, more beneficial
quota of 120 per year, still less than
.05 percent of the population.

Fifty percent of the revenue goes
to the local communities and all of the
revenue will now be pledged to con-
servation, including monitoring, re-
search and law enforcement. The tro-
phy hunting is essential as an economic
incentive mechanism for the conserva-
tion of the elephant and to fund the
management infrastructure and strat-
egy. No alternative is as attractive.  –
John J. Jackson, III.
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